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Predictably, that has stirred up a
hornet's nest of anti-gay zealots, who
claim the council's action violates the
city charter's ban on gay-rights laws.
Defenders of the expanded hate-
crimes law disagree, saying revisions
to the city's criminal code are beyond
the reach of the charter's ban.

But everyone in Cincinnati knows
that the real question is whether the
city council's gutsy move indicates
that voters are ready to erase the
hateful ban that so
damages theircity's j
reputation. „ .
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Cincinnati's steps toward an over
due change of heart are part of a
national trend toward realizing that
anti-gay ballot measures are mean,
un-American and economically stu
pid: Most Americans don't want to
spend money or time in a place
known for mistreating gay people.

Anti-gay ballot measures — a
painful thorn in gay Americans' sides,
particularly since singer Anita Bryant
successfully pushed one in Miami in
1977 — are being rejected by voters
more often. In fact, anti-gay cam
paigns are backfiring — actually

"Major localemploy
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health benefits to the
domesticpartners of
gayworkers. And now
local editorial pages
are callingfor a de
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Cincinnati Business
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tross ... hanging
around the city's
neck.'"

longtime gay residents to flee.
Cincinnati has long had a behlnd-

the-times reputation. Mark Twain
once quipped that he'd want to be
there for the apocalypse because
everything happens 26 years late in
Cincinnati.

Yet the city has begun to catch up.
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I Issue 3 "has
branded Cincinnati

narrow-minded, provincial and mean-
spirited," the paper stressed. "And
nobody knows how many talented
people it has chased away . . .
(because) they just didn't want to be
identified with a city that was widely
known as being hostile to gays and
lesbians."

Cincinnati voters were duped in
1993 into lashing out at their gay
neighbors. By simply admitting the
anti-gay ban is wrong, the city's vot
ers can put the past behind them.
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